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Brother E. Glenn Kerfoot
Living a Jesuit Mission

by Robert Burns
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rother Glenn Kerfoot has been campus University in the Bronx and in Manhattan
minister for ten years at Rockhurst University, from June 12 to June 16. Speakers and events
and he will be making a big transition this will feature theater, film, art, architecture,
summer when he moves to Belize to begin  and Jesuit involvement in the arns. “New
York City itself will be the keynote speaker,”
Kerfoot says. “We will see a Broadway play,
visit art museums, and tour architectural
sites.”

The Institute has been a tradition among
Jesuit brothers since the seventies. It used
to be an annual affair, and it is an opportu-
nity for brothers and their fellow Jesuits to
socialize, renew old friendships, make new
friends, have fun, and learn. Each Institute
features a different theme — in 2001, it
was New Horizons in Theology; in 2003,
Multiculturalism; in 2005, Formation.

[ have known Kerfoot for nearly twenty
years, and | was looking forward to our
visit. He is approachable, easy to talk to,
and inclined to see the good side in others.
He picked me up when | arrived in Kansas
City, and after throwing my luggage into
the trunk of the little Ford Focus he was
driving, he suggested that on our way to the
Jesuit community house we tour the campus
of Rockhurst University, and also nearby
Country Club Plaza and Westport. It was
ministry and teaching theology fulltime at  after eleven in the evening and | was looking
the junior college day division of St. John's forward to being shown my room, but he is a
College. His concem right now, however, is  night owl, and | soon got a second wind. Qur
the National Jesuit Brothers Committee. He  close-to-midnight ride gave me a quick look
was elected chairman of the group in 2005,  at the school and its environs.

and the big-deal event that will cap his term Rockhurst University has grown a great
of office is the five-day Institute the commit-  deal since Kerfoot arrived here — this year’s
tee Sponsors every two years. freshman class is the second largest in its his-

This year’s Institute, “New York: Jesuits  tory. The campus still feels comfortable and
and the Arts,” will take place at Fordham  intimate, however, and he seems to know just
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about everybody.

There is a happy enthusiasm about
Kerfoot that extends itself to many interests,
some passing and some longstanding. He
loves puzzles — he will talk in detail about
strategies for solving the notoricusly diffi-
cult crossword that appeared in the Atlantic
magazine. He is a connoisseur and writer of
science fiction and fantasy — he sent me
several of his stories, and also columns he
wrote on the subject for the campus news-
paper. He is a cricket fan — he often wears
a sporty, wide brimmed cricket hat — a
pastime he began to pursue while he was in
India during his tertianship.

Kerfoot’s office is on the lower level at
Massman Hall, in a section that has a lot of
student traffic. His door is always open and
students drop in all the time. The room is
crowded with folders and books and memen-

tos, holy cards, schedules, posters, photos
— accoutrements in the life of a campus
minister. A sports T-shirt and a towel are
draped over the top of his big, high-backed
desk chair. Everything is in easy reach if one
knows where to look. His desk is against the
wall, and when he swings around he is seated
directly across from his guest.

As a campus minister, Kerfoot offers spir-
itual direction and counsel, serves as a retreat
director, and participates in the Christian
Life Community (CLC) program and in
other prayer and social justice groups. He

Kerfoot wearing cricket hat.

Second from left, working
on sevice project in Mexico.

also makes sure students have plenty of ser-
vice opportunities. Beginning in his second
year as campus minister, he has led groups
to Mexico and Central America to carry out
projects for the poor. His teaching duties have
included classes in theology, and he taught a
class on Jesuits and their history for three
semesters in the Catholic Studies depart-
ment. Recently he began directing people in
the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius at the
Ignatian Spirituality Center in Kansas City.

Becoming a Catholic

Kerfoot, who is the oldest of four chil-
dren, was born in Pennsylvania. Raised a
Protestant, he went to various churches with
friends as he was growing up. “The churches
I attended didn’t look all that different,”
he says. “My experience was you went
to church and you read the Bible and you
prayed. | didn’t have a very strong denomi-
national sense. Church was church, and at
that time it didn’t matter where | was.”

The journey that eventually led him to
become Catholic began in high school after
he joined a Bible study group. “At one of our
meetings somebody mentioned that Catholics
were going to hell. | was instantly apprehen-
sive. One of my best friends, Michael Kane,
was Catholic. So | went to see him, and | told
him what | had heard. He was rather amused
at my concern, and was very pleasant about
it. But | wanted to know what he believed,
and if he had a wrong belief, | wanted to set
him straight.

“He went to his room and brought back
a St. Joseph Sunday Missal and opened it to
the profession of faith. When 1 read it, I found
that | agreed with every line. But there was
one little thing. What was this about the ‘one,
holy, catholic, and apostolic church’? And
Michael told me the word ‘catholic’ was used
in the Greek sense, meaning universal.”

Kerfoot began attending Mass regularly
with Michael and his family. I discovered
that the answers | was seeking from the
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